

AAKPE Minutes

December 3, 2009
Executive Committee Conference Call (Part I)

Draft Minutes
Members Present: Roberta Rikli (President), Bev Ulrich (Past-President), Maureen Weiss (President-Elect), Joe Hamill (Sr. Member-at-Large), Tom Templin (Jr. Member-at-Large), Mark Fischman (Secretary-Treasurer), Kim Scott (Business Manager, ex officio)

1.  Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM CST by AAKPE President R. Rikli. Additions/changes to the agenda were asked for; none were made.

2.  Approval of Minutes
Minutes of the corrected October 1, 2009 pre-conference, and October 3, 2009 post-conference EC meetings, which were distributed previously by email, were accepted unanimously.
3.  Update: Fall Newsletter and Doctoral Program Evaluation

K. Scott reported that the Fall Newsletter is available on the website. EC members commented that the Newsletter looks great.
K. Scott also reported that the Doctoral Program Evaluation letter, requesting participation, was sent out last week to chairs and deans of departments with kinesiology doctoral programs. This is about a week later than originally intended. So far, six institutions have signed up. At R. Rikli’s request, K. Scott will send a copy of the letter to the EC. M. Weiss inquired about Waneen Spirduso’s timeline.  K. Scott responded with three dates: (1) January 15, 2010 is the deadline for receiving responses from institutions indicating intent to participate; (2) by February 10, 2010, evaluation packets will be electronically sent to participants; (3) March 1, 2010 is the due date for submission of data and related materials to the AAKPE Business Office.  M. Weiss asked whether one month is an adequate amount of time for institutions to respond.  B. Ulrich indicted that for institutions that have participated before, one month should be sufficient; it may be a little tight for new schools, but we can be flexible.
4.  Conference Follow Up – Operating Codes

The following minor revisions were made to several Operating Codes:

(a) President: On #8, page 1, add to the end of the sentence “. . . and are forwarded to the Chair of the Documents and Governance Committee for making appropriate changes in the By-Law and Operating Code statements.”

(b) Nominations and Elections Committee: the chair will forward the election results to the President no later than April 1 so they may be included in the Spring Newsletter.

(c) Member-at-Large: add responsibilities for newsletter oversight and feature article ideas and assignment. With respect to feature articles, rather than putting them in the newsletter, there will be a hyperlink in the minutes. K. Scott will change the current wording so that both members-at-large are responsible for the newsletter. Considerable discussion followed over the issue of soliciting and paying professional writers, experts in the field, or even providing a stipend for AAKPE fellows to write a feature article. Historically, it has been difficult to get Academy members to write feature articles. B. Ulrich suggested a range of $500 – 1,000 to pay a professional writer, but felt that paying a stipend to AAKPE fellows could be problematic. She would like to give the members-at-large the latitude to work out the details. R. Rikli asked T. Templin to write an amendment to the operating code for members-at-large.
More extensive revisions were made to the Operating Code for the Standing Committee on Awards to reflect the San Diego EC discussion of the Hetherington Award. M. Weiss pointed out inconsistencies in the use of “chair,” “chairperson,” and “chairman.” It was recommended that we use “chairperson.”  J. Hamill pointed out some inconsistencies in capitalization in the document. It was decided to ask John Dunn, immediate past-president, to review all Documents of Governance and edit/update the language.
5.  Membership Survey – Reactions/Implications
There were 52 members who completed the recent AAKPE MEMBER SURVEY that was prepared by B. Ulrich, which is an excellent return. The survey contained seven questions; a summary of the responses follows.

Question 1 – Themes or Session Topics for the Conference:  R. Rikli noted three main themes identified by respondents: (i) health and wellness, (ii) relevance to society, and (iii) promoting kinesiology’s image outside the field.

Questions 2 & 3 – Presentation Format and Day/Time Format: 80% of the respondents were comfortable with the present format. There were suggestions of less free time, more involvement of members, options for breakout sessions and work sessions, and interest in producing a product, such as a white paper.


Question 4 – New Tasks for the Academy: There was considerable variety in the responses to this question. Examples mentioned include (a) undergraduate program reviews, (b) getting experts in skill and physical activity on NIH study sections, (c) position papers and lobbying, (d) task forces and working groups, and (e) increasing our visibility.  R. Rikli commented that based on the results of this survey, it may be time to change the way the Academy operates. The 2010 conference might lead to some changes.

Question 5 – Reasons for Not Attending:  There was also a great deal of variety in the responses to this question.  Cost and budget cuts were a big response. R. Rikli wondered if we could give people some responsibility on the program so they could get funding.  As part of the conference planning we could ask people if they would like to be involved on the program.

Question 6 – Attendees’ Rating Various Aspects of the Conference:  Responses were largely all positive (rating of good to excellent).


Question 7 – Other Ideas or Suggestions:  Respondents’ suggestions here were fairly consistent with earlier questions.  B. Ulrich suggested that ease of getting to the conference site, and cost, should be considered.
We will plan on continuing the survey, perhaps with some modifications.

6.  Future Directions Committee
R. Rikli will share the survey results with this committee and ask for recommendations about where to go from here.  B. Ulrich indicated that this committee may want to do their own survey or use some other methods as the current survey was really intended for the EC.  The new committee may want to survey former presidents.
7.  AAKPE and AKA Coordination

Considerable discussion centered on how the AAKPE and AKA could best coordinate with each other. Should there be separate committees from each group?  R. Rikli thinks it should be the ECs from each group. B. Ulrich is unclear about the coordination between the two organizations. R. Rikli clarified the unique purposes of each organization and used an example of how the AKA has recently been asked by several universities for help with position papers regarding splitting the field (e.g., the AKA draft “Kinesiology on the Move: One of the Fastest Growing (but often misunderstood) Majors in Academia”). T. Templin provided some history about the relationship between AAKPE and AKA.  He also said he had checked the AAKPE and AKA websites to learn more about the focus of both organizations and saw that it was pretty clear what AKA's purpose was and what activities it was engaged in, but description of AAKPE's purpose was less obvious.  M. Weiss brought up Karl Newell’s question from the San Diego conference about the roles of each group.  She also noted the considerable overlap in leadership of the two organizations.
There was discussion about holding an EC meeting in Dallas, January 31 – February 2, 2010, in conjunction with the AKA’s conference.  The ECs of both organizations could meet and discuss joint roles. More thought needs to be devoted to such a meeting.
Several members had to leave at this time, so it was decided to complete the agenda in another conference call to be scheduled later this month.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 AM CST.
Respectfully submitted by Mark G. Fischman,

AAKPE Secretary-Treasurer
AAKPE Minutes

December 17, 2009
Executive Committee Conference Call (Part II)

Draft Minutes
Members Present: Roberta Rikli (President), Bev Ulrich (Past-President), Maureen Weiss (President-Elect), Joe Hamill (Sr. Member-at-Large), Tom Templin (Jr. Member-at-Large), Mark Fischman (Secretary-Treasurer), Kim Scott (Business Manager, ex officio)
1.  Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 10:05 AM CST by AAKPE President R. Rikli.  The agenda is continued from the December 3, 2009 conference call.
2.  2010 Conference Report

B. Ulrich announced that the theme for the 2010 conference is “Bridging Kinesiology and Society,” which piggybacks the theme of the AAAS conference.  She has created a nine-person conference committee consisting of Barbara Ainsworth, Patty Freedson, Bob Gregor, Jan Harris, Karl Newell, Mary O'Sullivan, Greg Reid, Mo Weiss, and David Wiggins. The committee is looking for an opening session speaker who can speak about impact for society and who can communicate beyond the confines of our own discipline.  Desirable characteristics could include being from outside of kinesiology, and having taken science from “bench to bedside.” An upper level administrator from NIH, such as Francis Collins, or someone from the CDC, could be possibilities. There are important issues that are not unique to kinesiology, and a speaker should address why we all should be focusing on these issues.  We would like the conference to have meaning and to gain visibility for the Academy. The keynote speaker should be someone who has done research and is an engaging speaker. B. Ulrich asked the EC for suggestions.
The conference will revolve around five topics related to a specific problem in society that our work helps to solve. The conference committee is currently working on narrowing down the five topics.  The general format would be to have 1-hr. presentations followed by 30 min. of audience interaction.  There is also the possibility of having breakfast and luncheon speakers who would give a 30 min. talk on a kinesiology topic.  T. Templin mentioned Steve Badylak, from the University of Pittsburgh, who does tissue regeneration work, as a potential lunch speaker.  Dr. Badylak was featured last week on CBS’s 60 Minutes.
R. Rikli likes the idea of opening up the conference to attendees who are not Academy members.  This has always been an option, but has rarely been used.  K. Scott will check on room availability and conference space if we decide to open the conference to more attendees.
3.  The Academy Papers
K. Scott had sent the EC a photo of the February issue of Quest, which has “The Academy Papers” on the cover.  The EC agreed the new cover looks great.  R. Rikli asked whether the theme of the 2010 conference could be put on next year’s cover.  K. Scott will check.

4.  Dallas Meeting with the AKA

The EC decided not to meet in Dallas with the AKA leadership.  M. Weiss suggested the possibility of a joint meeting at the Williamsburg pre-conference EC meeting.

The AKA is looking for new board members.  T. Templin is interested and has notified Shirl Hoffman.

R. Rikli will give a short report to the AKA about our conference theme, and B. Ulrich will write an article about our conference for the next AKA Newsletter.

5.  Discussion of AAKPE Mission and Purpose

R. Rikli had sent the EC a copy of the AAKPE “Statement of Purpose” (from the website). B. Ulrich noted the purpose statement seems to be congruent with members’ comments in the recent survey.  R. Rikli will compile the survey results in a more readable format and send them to the EC along with the Statement of Purpose.  The EC will consider whether we want to expand the purpose, modify it, change the emphasis, or make it clearer.

The survey suggests the members want more publicity for the Academy, and promotion of information.  Perhaps the new Future Directions Committee could work on follow-up from the survey.
There was no new business.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 AM CST.

(Total time for both conference calls = 2 hours 40 minutes) 

Respectfully submitted by Mark G. Fischman,

AAKPE Secretary-Treasurer

